c/o 27GO Tulana AV«nus 
ftew Jrieaoe* Louisiana 70119 - 

Janu iry 12 » 19?1 

' Uear Mr, Joestcn; \ ■•.->• ' 

Thank you for your kind remarks about "a Bsritage of Stoned I aw sure 1 don 5 1 
have to tell you about the counter-attack which it brought from wag or elements of the 
American press * I am particularly grateful for y )ur incisive understanding of my objec- 
tives in trying to communicate to the public the truth about the assassination of Pre- 
sident Kennedy and about what is happening to /ur*rim:j Consequently * al trough the book 
moved fast I am afraid that I am really reduced to seeking to arouse random individuals 
concerning the reality which surrounds them a The great mass of the public seem to ba v 
happy captives of the fictions fed to them on te vevieion and tne even more unreal fie- : 

■ tions announced daily from Washington^ 

In your December 1st issue of your truth .etter you observe that I have not 
shared with my readers all that we have develop* L You are entirely correct, and I would 
judge from such ineight that you have spent a god part of your life in intelligence , 
work recognising as you have omissions which are not referred to even indirectly* '-, 



From the beginning I h*ve bad the problem of having to withhold a good part of 
what ve f at first s stumbled across and, subseque itly p developed by nundr^fte of hours 
of digging in sterile soilo The problem has beer that I amp fifst of all, a prosecutor,. 
By American custom and by my own inclination to -ean over backwards to assure Gay 
Shaw a fair trial I refused to comment on the sp jcific facts of the case* Consequantly 9 
during the two years the defense succeeded in d« *aying^thft trial tm national press 
indulged itself In a carnival of speculation tha ; left reality far behind* Later, it 
did not hesitate to give me full credit for its aid speculations so that by tha time 
of the trial I found myoelf as more or lobe the intrapreneur of what had already been 
established in the public mind as a circus* Witn ?ssus whom we had located by the most 
painstaking methods wore universally denounced f >r falling short of the intellectual 
level of Bertrand Bussell or for lacking the sax :orial elegance and suvoir fairs of.' . 
Lord Rountbatten* The story of the txlal itself >y mindless speculation in countless 
tabjoids hid been reduced to a tawdry melange of coincidence supported by witnoasos 
whom no responsible prosecutor would ever preuen ; in a court of law* Moreover 9 tha 
conspiracy to kill Kennedy had been reduced — >y similar repetition — to up uaaccep- 
table plot fetched in New Orleans (making it isam sdiately meaningless) by a motley 
collection of characters who* plainly could not luccesefully have robbed a email 

restaurant,, - 



In other words, the government did not was e the two years" delay it obtained. 
While I attempted to follow the customs and ethi is of tne legal profession by refusing ' 



» see my review of Mr. Garrison's book in the De somber 1, 1970 issue of TRUlli ‘tfiTTBjfc . 
ft# This assumption is incorrect. 1 have never b -sn for oven one minute in intelligeno® 
work, t hfMi e h 1 have written a number of book ) Ch tne subject. 
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to COTuTwCSIit Qfl C&g<* flfltKid of trial , 

dirt>-. tricks division of a major intelligence ^, fc G °° cl s *f rt in u against the 

afcsad of Him ...oranv**. w u ^ ^ ~ «* «■» ««> toru to pieces 



pieces 
ti.rou^h d mot’t 
3b ?,ur trial oui^ 



ah,,d of tt«* moreover, by the tW 0 f trial tU „L« Z^ZZls 

anvotiv* penetration of my office copies of ajj of our n-,« a" ” 

ITl^S^T^f 1 1? 1 ™* t,Lit in^a^uc co*« not 
iiitohcock filua) nothing could Mv« b*/ a^^otadbj i’^Sic* 0 ^ 3 ' ?® ** U t,e rtUrod 

Ume> »»» organs clow to th/goVcrnS ™ w £on ?? f0r WB * * 

rsnuMhr.-us^a 

the average jury of ? Tt ? f ^ oi * ar tmt tne meal was too rich for 

?r“ s rs"' 

sSSS&s'JSLt *«- - - A^r£ t 2 JjrST“““ 

b,t "” *’” “«“« ltofertolp «nd to , “Jfl“ ^^, t ,?,‘..t 1 ." ?r?^ ?;' f°* 

«.«, a »™" S to“i’S S^Swtoto^.'T! “ dl J 1M " d •""» taVBa.) 1 . tot 

*i.e total point of f-»gg *w to. Chirac,, totowr. fnn 

requires no evidence ae to a raison, In contrast \n/fun * P if? Cy . ?? c,tute in ^isiana 
simply too sophioticat ed for irmntann -J ’ — ^ explanation -™ I felt — was 

of the Pledge of Allegiance and atarXSwie KbSS*? Wi! °' bWucht u ? 011 a daily diet 

“•tow tod to**, ^rt* to ttoptolt 3T£ „ «L,"? , “*J» to Mtopt ttnt 

I failed — in ny judgment ._ to ti l P etat ’ lo mk * a lone awry abort. 

Jurors a B practical Should i™ /o/t^T ^ ^ ** *"» landing. the 

»• result, of course, was tnaJ !t , f?“ requirement of a reason, 

vnre, for the most part, contrary to the revolt - if t ® / tnesi - ,ea *«r® — and tony 
appear to have informally raquirad for thJXelw i - 1*1- ■!„*$' 1 ““J 1 * ~ tbs J uror » 
and. in terma of their own life styltop „ “ — -f— for tllci deftndant'o actions — 

to tJw point 1 mad* in , fl y book that thl snidow.^ r^'ificit^n° ^ ai; ° rtj “* oame tetck 
are ,i fflp l y not presentable in a stet e court £ Z a ,T™?f flaU '^. cau P d'etat 
ttiat in the .-imerioa of today even the intr-ilei'*i a-, adderi ti)e additional burden 

of tne arrival of w* warfare state In ' t “° at P art » a »» quite unnwire 

l»se atrocities we nave committed in Viet Wam*ai i'aft ** J° r oxaK f i * after the count- 

eloquent in their moaning ttat they c^ ouWor mre at hora *. » ■ . . 

ocaators out of the one hundred who show uiJ^r fii«^ tiODs h ' LV ® OIJi J' ■ aa out twenty 
overtaken America,, UW ( f ““»»•* of u« dimeter wUch ha/ , 



, _** “ , . ioll . for til6 F a8t a «d why j have "pi; 

speak, I wrote t» book — mostly done at night, 

Her/’ C, ' p ° rtuiliti ' to communicate to those t 

did thii dl a f/“* ‘ 58CSftd BO accurately, I „ithj 
did this despite tho conscious loss of effect i. 

of ail a prosecutor and I still intSd g StS 
with the assassination, «v en though — a a 1 was 

diott on^r dCt / lty WHa lifliited ai - d preparator- 
£;S°; t ”r ™ aitCnd bsy ' md kew Orleans to u- 

VSS llDt a m:lttl!r of «*Ution b«c 
K dy . ind beeI) ^11^ in a coup d’etat, par t i 
never given any thought to caution, for that ra;v 
: but apparently I stumbled out into the light b* 



; yed my caitia close to my vest", so to 
■in anticipation that it would ultimately 

S?” * srt? °P* fl to understanding, ' 
aid ini ortua tion in various sectors, I '* •■'. 
soao areas because I stiii aa 0 firet ; ■>; 
a e convictions of men associated ' 

now able to reveal in ajy book - tbo 
to tne assassination { and ay jurfe- " 

lias or — most unfortunately to 

use once it became apparent that John 
f wU '- n ,vau orchestra ted here, I Mv* I ;. ' 
flr ’ 1 dld J10t eapect to live this long, v '~ : 



I 





In any svent* prosecution© remain her# to b« completed and I nave taken pains to 
avoid &ivin£ :my of t he potential defendants can to complain about unfairnoos in 
^ver: the moot rsmote form. Set for January 19th I if federal court docs not delay us) 
is the Clay Shaw trial for perjury* You trill rec ill that Shari testified under oath 
that he did not know Lee Harvey Oswald nor Ifeivid Parris ae have witnesses who contra- 
vene this- 



Then we nave the Kerry Thomley trial for perjury before the Grand Jury* Thomlsy, 
as you will recall* was a major witness — iodeei, the major witness as to Oswald 9 ® ■ 

‘'deranged' 1 and "Comfflumst 1 " tendencies* Tfromley testified tnat he had not aeen Oswald 
since Toro Birins days, however, we located wits tsses who hid seen him in hew Orleans 
with Oswald* Shortly after the assassination, TJc xmley moved to Arlington, Virginia ™ 
a suburb of Washington* where he stayed uj. til no testified before the *arr#n 

Coramission in the cummer of 1964* 




Then we have coming up the trials of the mm who Detained cur fileo and our trial 
brief for the federal government (which is to say, for tile defendants — it is all 
the same )* 

Thus s 03 you can see* although we Ij&v« hold only of the big toe, so to speak, we 
are not letting go* This is why I have been bo i ireumspect in my account in my book — 
no as not to givem them an excuse to evade prosecution* The some logic was applied 
throughout to individuals 'in the Pentagon*- warf a: ^-complex structure who might nave 
delayed publication by me ms of an injunction or whose power might have frightened off 
a potential publisher* These are the primary reasons for my indirection and generali- 
ties in many areas* There are also other specifics which well may have frozen a publi- 
sher into inaction* So I told the story, from tie insights I had gained*, wej.1 enough 
to get it published but not so well that it would be too not for them to handle* In 
any event, I can assure you- that I will not be mcking^up on© incu and they will not 
be able to delay the trials forever* 

Of course p you are right in your critique of my generalization that all coups 
d*e^at need a scapegoat* X should have qualifxoi that by saying that in a country of 
libertarian tradition, where the people still believe the govarmuant is their a,, it is 
wise to use a scapegoat so as not to awaken them* 

2 thank you not only for your kind remarks, but for your excellent works* ypur 
insight and your tenacity. I am so glad you exist, ' r 

Waraest regards, ■/ 

1 1 (signed) Jim Garrison 

There follows a handwritten postscript: : a 

"Heritage" is moving well over here and is already in it© 3rd edition, although 
the printer failed to change the plat# in this regard so tnat the 3rd edition still 
reads /'second impresBion’ 1 * Tii* book is not available in some cities and vc are present** 
ly engaged in finding out how the govexTiCsent accompli ehed this* 




I am curious that no European countries hr,ve shown any interest in publishing it* 
Certainly its authenticity has been validated by the hostility it received from the . 
government artillery in the national media (N*y* Times, Wu Times etc*) Interestingly 
enough, once it got past the initial artillery barrage, tne reviews began to appear . 
in independent newspapers and they have all bam favorable* Again, thank you for 

your favorable comments* ^ 

Best regards, ^ 

(signed) Jini Garrison 






fote* Because of the length of this unusual document, it is necessary to postpone 
the continuation of tne “Panel Review*’ and "Tne Truth about Chappu qui ddic k " to the *■ / 
next issue* * I also intend to comment on certain aspects of fcr* Garrison's letter Z* 'v> ^ 
in that or subsequent issues* J*J» - ; -* : 5 /-*'!. *;.■ Jfoj 

'( . ■ J »■ Mm4 



